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fortunate succession of able and vigilant officers has contrived to keep afloat for
these one hundred and fifty years past, and to overawe their neighbours merely by
her bulk and appearance, but whenever an insufficient man happens to have the
command upon deck, adieu to the discipline and safety of the ship. She may
perhaps not sink outright; she may drift some time as a wreck, and will then be
dashed to pieces on the shore; but she can never be rebuilt on the old bottom.
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